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the districts which lay to the north-east and to the east. Thus
the way was opened for -operations against Armenia. At first
Shapur was content to seek to remove Chosroes, whose courage
and energy had created difficulties in the past and were still to be
feared in the future. In this he was successful and Chosroes was
murdered. Tiridates, a minor, succeeded his dead father as king
of Armenia shortly before A.D. 252. For in this year a Persian
army appeared in Armenia and compelled Tiridates to take flight
into Roman territory: in this expulsion relatives of the young
king were implicated. Whether one of these was Artavasdes, king
of the Armenians, who is mentioned in the Historia Augusta1,
cannot be determined, but it is certain that this king owed his
throne to Shapur's favour. The attempt2 to see in this Artavasdes
the saviour of Tiridates who bore the same name, and therefore
to regard him not as king but as regent is unsatisfactory, since
Artavasdes could hardly have been permitted to play such a part
under Persian supremacy.

The loss of Armenia meant for Rome the collapse of the one
bulwark of the Empire's eastern defences. The Persian king had
in any future war with Rome secured his right flank, which had
hitherto always been threatened. And it would seem that forth-
with in the same year Shapur attacked Mesopotamia and thus
once more created a grave danger for the Empire. According to
Tabari3, he appeared before Nisibis "after the course of eleven
regnal years", which would bring us to A.D. 252; and when a
Syriac source4 mentions an attack on Syria and Cappadocia under
the year 563 of the Seleucid Era, i.e. A.D. 251/2, this would,
despite the anticipation of later events, point to the year 2 52 as
the date of the resumption of the war with Rome. But the. king
was forced to raise the siege of Nisibis before any success had been
won. New disturbances had broken out in the east of his empire.
In this time probably fell the war against the 'Turian king1
Pahlezagh5 mentioned above (p. i u). The next attack on Nisibis
which ended in the capture of the town may thus be dated to
A*D. 254. To what extent Shapur may have in this year followed
up his success it is difficult to say, for our scanty sources for the
most part give us only the general course of this new war without
any details of its separate phases and without any certain chrono-
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